American Legion takes on ACLU’s FOIA

May 8th, 2009

This is exactly why | joined the American Legion last week. David Rehbein, the national commander of the
American Legion writes a fiery missive in the Wall Street Journal today in regards to the ACLU’s FOIA filing
for photographs of alleged abuse of detainees at the hands of US forces in Irag. Mr. Rehbein’s piece is titled
“Photos that could cost lives*;

Releasing photographs of alleged or actual detainee abuse in the War on Terrorism is not worth the life of a
single American. Of course, as some have noted, the incidents at Abu Ghraib have already endangered our
troops. So did any orders and policies that may have led to those incidents. But what is to be accomplished by
continuing to provide ammunition and provocation to the enemy?

ACLU’s filing is nothing more than a transparent attempt to turn the world against us. That world that riots at
the sight of political cartoons and unfounded rumors about Korans flushed down the toilet. Al Qaeda claimed
that their beheading of Nick Berg was in retaliation for the last photos that were released in regards to supposed
torture. Two American soldiers held captive were also beheaded in retaliation. How many lives is ACLU
willing to sacrifice for the next round of scandal?

Mr Rehbein continues;

| was deeply disturbed by the images of Abu Ghraib. The military, however, has investigated the abuses and
punished those involved. Moreover, the photographs that are now about to be released are already being used
for investigative purposes. Other than self-flagellation by certain Americans, riots and future terrorist acts,
what else do people expect will come from the release of these photographs?

At least the American Legion is willing to stand up for troops and says what needs to be said. In fact, the
American Legion has led the VSOs in standing up for the troops since the war against terror began, they’ve
been especially vigilant over the last few months when we’ve need them most. Mr Rehbain explains why;

As commander of the nation’s largest veterans service organization, | have had the honor to present Blue Star
Banners to military families, with the Blue Star signifying the deployment of a service member. It is always a
moving experience. But it is the Gold Star Banner, the star that signifies the death of a service member in war,
that I never hope to present. | fear that there will be many Gold Stars as a result of this misbegotten policy.

Next month, I proudly join the ranks of Blue Star families as my only son gets deployed to Afghanistan and it’s
reassuring to know that the folks at the American Legion are checking his six.
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